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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Pursuant to Rule 37 C.F.R. §1 .51 (b), §1 .56, §1 .97, and §1 .98, this Information 
Disclosure Statement is submitted in the above-identified patent application. A listing 
of documents to be published on the face of any patent granted from this application 
is submitted herewith on Form PTO-1449. Any other documents or information 
submitted for consideration by the Examiner are listed in this paper. A copy of each 
U.S. and foreign patent, or each publication or portion thereof listed or herein identified 
is submitted herewith, except that (1) a copy of any U.S. patent application identified 
herein or any patent, publication or other information listed herein cited or submitted in 
a prior application relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. §120 and 
identified below, is not submitted herewith, and (2) a copy of any U.S. patent or 
published patent application identified herein is not submitted herewith, if this 
application was filed or entered the U.S. national stage on or after June 30, 2003 (or if 
applicable, this international application entered the U.S. national stage on or after June 
30, 2003). 
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Additional Documents or Information Not Listed on 
Accompanying Form PTO-1449 Submitted for Consideration 

Search report of German Patent Office dated September 20, 2004 regarding 

German Patent Application No. 103 46 635.5 of which this application claims priority. 

Concise Statement of Relevancy 
(Non-English Language Documents Only) 

All of the documents identified on the appended PTO-1 449 form are listed in the 

Search Report of the German Patent Office dated September 20, 2004, copy appended 

hereto. The relevancy of the documents is evident from the search report. 

Statement Regarding Translations 

Translations of non-English language documents are not available to Applicants' 
attorney apart from English language counterpart patents or patent applications 
submitted herewith and identified below in "Statement of Cumulative Information". 

Statement of Cumulative Information 

US 2002/0130303 A1 corresponds to DE 101 13 268. 
US 2003/01 101 10 A1 corresponds to DE 101 54 342. 
US 2003/0168849 A1 corresponds to WO 01/97180. 
US 6,686,074 corresponds to DE 101 13 268. 
GB 1439 173 corresponds to DE 23 66 274. 

Statement of Timeliness 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted prior to the mailing date of 
the first Office Action on the merits received by Applicant in the above-identified 
application. 
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The Examiner is requested to acknowledge consideration of the information 
provided in this paper in accordance with prescribed procedures. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BACON & THOMAS, PLLC 



!NEST{^NJ)IIEY 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 19,1/^9 
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Serial Number 

10/574,661 


Applicant 

Thomas GIERING et al 


Filing Date 
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Group 
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2002/0131618 A1 


Sept 2002 


Ahlers et al 












2003/0110110 A1 


June 2003 


Dietz et al 












2003/0168849 A1 


Sept 2003 


Reinisch 
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Feb 2004 


Muth et al 









































































Foreign Patent Documents 



Examiner 
Initial 




Document Number 


Publication Date 


Country/Agency 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 


Yes 


No 






DE 23 66 274 C2 


Nov 1973 


Germany 














DE 101 13 268 A1 


Sept 2002 


Germany 














DE 101 54 342 A1 


May 2003 


Germany 














GB 1439 173 


June 1976 


Great Britain 














WO 01/971 80 A2 


Dec 2001 


WIPO 











Other Documents (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Place of Publication, Etc.) 



Examiner 



Date Considered 



Examiner: Initial if citation is considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP €09; Draw a line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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